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The oldest surviving Periodic Table wallchart.
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Abstract:

Four years ago, a cleaning up of a storage area underneath a lecture theatre in St
Andrews School of Chemistry revealeda time-worn periodic table. Its significance was
immediately recognized, despite its brittle and fragile condition that suggested an
eventful life in a laboratory or classroom as well as long years of storage.*

In consultation with experts, it emerged to be the earliest surviving teaching chart of the
Periodic Table.?

This paper will recount the discovery of the Periodic Table and our ability to date this
artifact and determine its provenance,making reference to the relevance of the Periodic
Table on how the teaching of chemistry was done at the timeand its links to major
Scottish chemists such as Thomas Purdie.
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